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R obert Wesley Stecher, Jr. was with family and loved ones

when he passed away on October 29, 2022. He was 72 years

old.

Bob was born on April 17, 1950, the first born to Robert W. Stecher, Sr. and Barbara McCormack

Stecher of Honolulu, HI, where his father was stationed with the U.S. Navy. Bob’s two sisters,
Elizabeth Baggs and Linda Kramer, were born within the next five years and, together, the family
moved over fifteen times in furtherance of his father’s naval career.

From an early age, Bob’s passions included building things and sailing. His engineering aptitude
earned him the status of amateur boat builder as a young teenager when he constructed a dinghy

in one afternoon; he also owned and raced a Flying Dutchman in Norfolk, where he and his sister
Elizabeth taught sailing lessons on the Navy base.

It was also in Norfolk where Bob met the love of his life when he was serendipitously seated

behind Deborah Ann Stanley in high school homeroom. The two quickly fell in love, and Bob
spent time tutoring Debbie in algebra, going to the movies and taking her for many a sail. They
wed on January 10, 1970 and were inseparable throughout their fifty-two years of marriage.

Bob was proud to attend the U.S. Naval Academy with the class of 1972, going on to graduate with
a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from the California Institute of Technology. Bob and Debbie’s

first daughter, Kimberly, was born in California before the family returned to the East Coast
where Bob completed his M.S. in Mechanical Engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in 1975.

After graduating, Bob began a career at General Electric where he advanced through the ranks
across many industries, including nuclear power, engines, motors, and aerospace, to name a few.

He and Debbie added to their family with daughters Tamara and Mary Elizabeth. Together, they
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moved to numerous cities throughout US until retiring from GE in 2000. Bob went on to work
with Clayton, Dubilier and Rice, running several of the firm’s portfolio companies. Notably, he

and Debbie spent some of their best years in the small town of Steinenbach, Germany, outside of
Munich, where Bob worked with airplane manufacturer Fairchild Dornier. Always seeking to

further knowledge, Bob would spend his spare time stargazing through his telescope in the
meadows that surrounded their home. Additionally, he and Debbie traveled much of Europe
during this time, while he reminisced about the five-month tour of Europe he’d taken during

childhood with his parents and sisters.

Bob and Debbie retired to Annapolis in 2002, where he consulted for various companies from his

home office overlooking the Severn River. Between conference calls, it was not uncommon to see
Bob sitting at his desk with binoculars, commenting on an unsuspecting helmsman’s sail trim.
Bob recently donated his 42-foot sloop to the Boy Scouts of Annapolis.

Above all, Bob loved his family and sought to spend time with them in any capacity. He saw the
best in everyone and strove to help people achieve their fullest potential. He will be remembered
for his intense work ethic, brilliance, and sense of humor, traits that he instilled in his children

and grandchildren.

Bob is survived by his wife, Deborah Stecher of Annapolis, three children, Kimberly Stecher of

Severna Park, MD, Tamara Dluzyn and her husband Steve of New Canaan, CT, and Mary
Elizabeth Fockler and her husband Drew of Severna Park, MD; grandchildren include, Robert
Owen Bradford (20), Sophie Elizabeth Dluzyn (14), Charlotte Ann Dluzyn (11), Daxton Reed

Fockler (3), Griffin Wade Fockler (3), Delilah Drew Fockler (2), McKenna Raye Fockler (18), Reese
Malone Fockler (13), Bennett Anne Fockler (12) and mother-in-law, whom he loved, Mary Stanley

of Norfolk, VA.

A Celebration of Life will be held during the Summer of 2023; details to follow. In lieu of flowers,
gifts in memory of Bob may be directed to support the Kimmel Center at the Johns Hopkins

Kimmel Cancer Center. Please make checks payable to Johns Hopkins University. Gifts may be
mailed with a memo indicating that the gift is in the memory of Robert W. Stecher to the Johns

Hopkins Kimmel Cancer Center, P.O. Box 49143, Baltimore, MD 21297-9143 or make a gift online
at Hopkinscancer.org.
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Tribute Wall Robert Wesley Stecher
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Karen Jessen-Stecher shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

As sons of brothers, we were as close to brothers as either of us ever had. He was a

man I admired, respected, and sincerely loved. Farewell, my friend!

December 22 at 9:34 AM

AT

Chris Haizlip, Usna '72 February 8 at 3:37 PM

I had the pleasure of knowing Bob briefly at the Naval Academy...we both came from Navy

families in the the Norfolk area and sailed 420's Plebe year. Fair winds and following seas,

Bob.

Art Tillberg posted:

While at the Naval Academy Bob was in the 27th Company. He will be remembered by his classmates

November 15 at 9:04 PM

C7

JD Joe Dluzyn posted:

Bob was always an even keeled gentle man, and a true Gentleman. Class personified. Didn’t like

wearing ties, but loved those snappy suspenders. Rest In Peace Robert!

November 5 at 4:42 AM

MH

Jane Hatfield April 14 at 7:30 PM

Robert was one of my best friends. While I was dealing with serious cancer issues (x6) he

was there for me, offering to come to Boston for physicians’ consultations.He was so brilliant,

it was hard to say, “No, I think I will be okay.” He always kept in touch, concerned for my

welfare, even while he was dealing with his own illness.Robert, you were among the most

selfless, brilliant, loving, kind, husband, father, grandfather, and friend I have ever known.

Philip would share the same sentiments.I will miss you forever.

Mary Ann Hales posted:

What a fine man with bountiful good qualities.

November 4 at 2:35 PM

JH
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Karen Jessen-Stecher shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. December 22 at 9:34 AM

Last visit October 2019
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Robert by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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